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Project Summary: 

An often touted promise of NPTs is that they will act as biomedical tools not only for prevention of HIV transmission, but 

will also act as tools for women to take control over their own sexual health (and in some cases reproductive health) 

decisions.   

Critical reviews however, suggest that female-controlled prevention products may not be the panacea for women’s 

equality and empowerment that they are purported to be. However, they may be a catalyst for longer-term, broader 

structural change to the extent that female-controlled interventions stimulate and are introduced within multi-level 

interventions that address women’s vulnerabilities, such as gender inequality, poverty, and other forms of 

discrimination. 

This formulation project will lay the groundwork for a more comprehensive research project to explore the implications 

of new prevention technologies (NPTs) on women’s sexual autonomy and empowerment 
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